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WILLIAM  THOMPSON  GILLESPIE  is  a  prominent  resident  of  Harford, 

and  his  interests  in  Susquehanna  County,  both  social  and  commercial, 

extensive .  He  is  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  "  and  a  leading  Democrat. 

For  three  terms  he  was  chosen  school  director  by  the  suffrage  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  has  been  twice  elected  poormaster.  He 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Great  Bend,  July  11,  1829. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  his  name,  our  subject  is  of  Scottish 
decent,  and  he  feels  a  pardonable  and  wholly  natural  pride  in  his 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Gillespie,  his  mother's 
father  James  McMichael,  both  of  Scotland,  as  were  their  wives. 

John  Gillespie  married  Jeanette  Hume,  and  was  one  of  the  compara¬ 
tively  early  settlers  in  Susquehanna  County,  making  his  home  in 
Great  Bend.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  dead  and  their  remains  rest 
in  a  churchyard  in  the  home  of  their  adoption.  Their  children  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were  William,  Thomas,  James  (a  sea 
captain  who  was  lost  with  his  vessel) ,  John  (father  of  William 
Thompson) ,  Joseph,  Jane  (who  married  Robert  Bell) ,  Jeanette  (who 
became  the  wife  of  George  Lock) ,  and  Margaret  (who  died  in  child¬ 
hood)  . 

James  McMichael  married  May  Thompson,  and  they  also  emigrated 
from  the  "land  o'  cakes,"  to  Susquehanna  County,  beginning  a  new 
life  in  Great  Bend  township.  They  are  buried  at  Riverside,  New 
York,  not  far  from  the  State  line.  To  them  were  born:  Agnes  L., 
who  married  James  Broadfoot;  Mary  L. ,  wife  of  James  Carlisle;  and 
Jane  C.,  mother  of  William  Thompson  Gillespie. 

John  and  Jane  C.  (McMichael)  Gillespie,  our  subject's  parents, 
were  Presbyterians.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  seven  children, 
of  whom  Wm.  T.  was  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  The  others  were: 
James  McM. ,  a  retired  farmer  of  Antelope  County,  Neb.;  Thomas  L., 
a  wagon  maker  of  Kirkwood,  N.Y.,  who  married  Miss  A.  Elizabeth 
Terboss;  Joseph,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ,  who  married  Mary  F.  Stiles; 
Richard,  a  farmer  of  Great  Bend,  whose  first  wife  was  Venicy  Simons, 
his  second  Flora  A.  Johnson;  and  John  B.,  also  a  farmer  in  Antelope 
County,  Neb.,  who  married  Estelle  Terboss. 

William  Thompson  Gillespie  married  Mary  Ann  Leslie,  who  was 
born  in  Harford  township,  February  15,  1837,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  A.  (Birnie)  Leslie.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  have  been 
born  12  children:  William  L. ,  Jane  C.,  Margaret  I.,  Thomas  G. , 

Clara  V.,  Helen  M. ,  Jessie  A.,  Frances  J.,  Mary  E.,  Anna  C., 

James  R. ,  and  John.  Of  these,  Clara  V.  and  John  have  died. 

William  L.  married  Emma  Burlingame,  and  is  a  miller  at  Binghamton, 
N.Y.  Jane  C.  married  William  Hunt,  a  farmer  of  Great  Bend,  who 
was  at  one  time  a  railroad  foreman.  Margaret  I.  married  Clark  L. 
f ff f anY '  of  Binghamton.  Thomas  G.  married  Nellie  Alworth,  and  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  in  Harford  township.  The  other  daughters  are 
unmarried  and  live  at  home. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  William  T.  Gillespie 
lived  at  home  and  attended  school.  During  the  next  six  years  he 
worked  as  clerk  for  his  uncle,  Thomas  Gillespie,  who  conducted  a 
store  in  Carbondale,  Penn.  Then  came  the  discovery  of  the  precious 


